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THE  HOME  OF  MANKIND

and ate from golden plates. Ferdinand Cortez and his three
hundred adventurers landed in Mexico in 1519. With the help of
one dozen cannon and thirteen blunderbusses he conquered the
whole realm of poor Montezuma, who was strangled to death ere
he could witness the complete annihilation of what only a short
time before had been a nation not much less efficiently admini-
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stered than the realm of the Habsburg monarch in whose name
he was murdered.
After that and for almost 300 years, until 1810 to be exac^
Mexico remained a Spanish colony and was treated as sock
Several of her native products were no longer allowed to be culfr
vated for fear that they might compete with the less acceptable
products of the mother country. And most of the wealth which
the soil produced disappeared into the pockets of a few rich lai^
owners, or was set apart for the use of those religious cstablishmciiS